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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7f2)(a) lor the following reasons: 
L Q Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

See extra sheet . 
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee. this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which. fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims: it is covered by claims Nos.: 
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The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 
No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box No. Ill of continuation of first sheet (2) 

(A) Claims 1-6 

(B) Reason 

The claims of this international application are composed of the 
following five serial dependence groupings: 

Dependence grouping 01 (main invention) 
•claim 1, claim 2, 

• part of claim 3 dependent from claim 2 only, 

•part of claims 4 to 6 dependent from claim 2 only, and 

• part of claims 4 to 6 dependent from part of claim 3 dependent from 
claim 2 only. 

Dependence grouping 02 (2nd invention) 

•part of claim 3 dependent from claim 1 only, and 

•part of claims 4 to 6 dependent from part of claim 3 dependent from 
claim 1 only. 

Dependence grouping 0 3 (3rd invention) 

•part of claim 4 dependent from claim 1 only. 

Dependence grouping 04 (4th invention) 

•part of claim 5 dependent from claim 1 only. 

Dependence grouping 05 (5th invention) 

•part of claim 6 dependent from claim 1 only. 

On the other hand, with respect to cationic electrodeposition coating 
compositions, the cationic electrodeposition coating composition 
containing a given amount of resin microparticles with an average diameter 
falling within a given range is publicly known and commonly used as 
described in, for example, the below listed references Dl to D3 . 

Consequently, it is apparent that at least the invention of claim 
1 has neither novelty nor inventive step, so that the technical feature 
recited in these claims cannot be recognized as being "special technical 
feature" within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence. 

Therefore, among the above dependence groupings (main invention and 
2nd to 5th inventions) , there is no technical relationship involving 
one or more of the same or corresponding "special technical features" . 
Accordingly, it does not appear that they are so linked with each other 
as to form a single general inventive concept . 

Reference Dl : JP 63-63761 A (Nippon Paint Co., Ltd.), 22 March, 1988 
(22 .03. 88) , Claims 

Reference D2 : JP 2000-336287 A (Nippon Paint Co., Ltd.), 05 December, 
2000 (05.12.00), Claims; [0032] 

Reference D3 : JP 2-206660 A (Shinto Paint Co., Ltd.), 16 August, 1990 
(16.08. 90) , Claims; page 3, upper rignt column; page 5, lower left column 
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